
   

PRESS RELEASE 

The HEADSTART project (Harmonised European Solutions for Testing Automated Road 

Transport), launched its activities in the kick-off meeting in Brussels 
 

The HEADSTART kickoff meeting was held in Brussels, Belgium on 23 & 24 January 2019. All the 17 partners, 

coming from 9 different EU countries had the opportunity to define together the mission and operational plan 

of the HEADSTART project.  

 

HEADSTART, the new EU project which will run over the next three years aims to define testing and validation 

procedures on specific functionalities of Connected and Automated Driving (CAD). In more details 

HEADSTART will: 

• Create a dynamic catalogue of existing methodologies, procedures, tools for testing and validation, taking 

into consideration the key groups requirements; 

• Harmonise the existing testing and validation methodologies; 

• Define and develop testing and validation methodologies for Connected and Automated Driving’ 

functionalities building upon existing initiatives; 

• Demonstrate the developed methodologies, procedures and tools through the testing of 4 specific CAD 

use cases; 

• Reach consensus by creating and managing an expert network of CAD testing. 

The kick-off meeting was organized to launch the beginning of the project and streamline the initial action 

plan. All the 8 Work Package Leaders had the opportunity to highlight the project goals, present their roles, 

responsibilities and plans towards the goals’ accomplishment. The main goal of the meeting was to go-through 



   

the project as well as to plan the project activities for the first six months. Tom Alkim, the European 

Commission Policy Officer and George Sarros, the Project Officer, presented the policy perspective and 

European Commission’s expectations. 

 

Editor Notes 
Duration: 36 Months (January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2021) 
  
EU contribution: 5,999.028.75 € 
  

 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 
2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 824309. 

  
Coordinator: Mr. Álvaro Arrúe, Project Manager, IDIADA, Alvaro.Arrue@idiada.com 
  
 

 
  
Partners:  The 17 partners are the following: 

1. IDIADA AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY SA, Spain 
2. INSTITUTE OF COMMUNICATION AND COMPUTER SYSTEMS, Greece 
3. 4ACTIVESYSTEMS GMBH, Austria 
4. BUNDESANSTALT FUER STRASSENWESEN, Germany 
5. CENTRO RICERCHE FIAT SCPA, Italy 
6. EUROPEAN ROAD TRANSPORT TELEMATICS IMPLEMENTATION COORDINATION 

ORGANISATION - INTELLIGENT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS & SERVICES EUROPE, 
Belgium 
 

7. RHEINISCH-WESTFAELISCHE TECHNISCHE HOCHSCHULE AACHEN, Germany 
 

8. PILDO CONSULTING SL, Spain 
 

9. DIENST WEGVERKEER (RDW), Netherlands 
 

10. SAFER, Sweden 
 

11. NEDERLANDSE ORGANISATIE VOOR TOEGEPAST NATUURWETENSCHAPPELIJK 
ONDERZOEK TNO, Netherlands 
 

12. VALEO VISION SAS, France 
13. FONDATION PARTENARIAL MOV'EOTEC, France 
14. FUNDACION CENTRO DE TECNOLOGIAS DE INTERACCION 

VISUAL Y COMUNICACIONES VICOMTECH, Spain 

mailto:Alvaro.Arrue@idiada.com
http://www.applusidiada.com/
https://i-sense.iccs.gr/
http://www.4activesystems.at/en
http://www.bast.de/
https://www.crf.it/
http://www.ertico.com/
http://www.ertico.com/
http://www.ika.rwth-aachen.de/
http://www.pildo.com/
https://www.rdw.nl/
https://www.saferresearch.com/
https://www.tno.nl/en/
https://www.tno.nl/en/
http://www.valeo.com/
http://www.vedecom.fr/
http://www.vicomtech.org/
http://www.vicomtech.org/


   

15. Kompetenzzentrum - Das Virtuelle Fahrzeug,Forschungsgesellschaft mbH, 
Austria 

16. IVECO S.p.A., Italy 
17. TOYOTA MOTOR EUROPE NV, Belgium 

  
For more information:  
  
Email: info@headstart-project.eu 
  
Website:  www.headstart-project.eu 
  
Join us on social media: Facebook: @HEADSTARTEUproject 
 Twitter:  @HEADSTART_EU 
 Linkedin: HEADSTART -PROJECT 
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http://www.v2c2.at/
http://www.iveco.com/
http://www.toyota.eu/
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http://www.headstart-project.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/HeadstartEUproject/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://twitter.com/HEADSTART_EU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/headstart-project/

